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TACKLING SAFETY 


Helmet technology is rapidly evolving in an effort to limit 
concussions. Are local schools using the best-rated models? 


Defensive lineman Jared Troyano of Pennsbury High suffered a concussion in a game in August. He was wearing 
a top-of-the-line Riddell Revolution Speed helmet. He has since returned to action. CHARLES FOX / Staff Photographer 


By Phil Anastasia, Rick O’Brien, 
Aaron Carter, and Dylan Purcell 
STAFF WRITERS 
irst came the collision. Then came the 
confusion. 

Jared Troyano learned in this sea- 
son’s opening game that no football 
helmet can guarantee protection 

against a concussion. 

The 17-year-old Pennsbury High School de- 
fensive lineman was wrapping up a tackle late 
in the first quarter on Friday night, Aug. 25, 
when he banged helmets with another player. 

“I was real dazed for a minute,” said Troy- 
ano, a 6-foot-1, 235-pound junior from Fairless 
Hills, Bucks County. “I was so confused I was 
completely out of it.” 


Troyano, who was wearing a top-of-the-line 
Riddell Revolution Speed helmet, sat out the 
rest of the Falcons’ victory that night and 
watched the next seven games from the side- 
lines as he recovered from a concussion. Dur- 
ing his time off, his mother, Amy, said the 
effects of the injury made her son miserable, 
“like a different person.” 

“What happened to Jared,” she said, “was 
what I feared most.” 

Football players at all levels report concus- 
sions every season, and helmet manufacturers 
have scrambled to incorporate the latest safe- 
ty technology into their brands. 

“If you look at football in 2017 compared to 
football in 2011, its drastically different,” said 

See HELMETS on A18 


Principal R. 
Victoria 
Pressley played 
a key role in 
the turnaround 
at Kenderton 
Elementary. 
JESSICA GRIFFIN / 
Staff Photographer 


From chaos to calm at 
North Phila. elementary 


By Kristen A. Graham 
STAFF WRITER 

Kenderton Elementary was in 
full-blown crisis at the beginning 
of last school year: There were 
frequent fights, students roam- 
ing the school, walking out of the 
building. Teachers quit, and par- 
ents said they feared for their 
children’s safety and worried 
they weren’t learning much. 

“It was just bad,” said Aliyah 
Alexander, who was in fifth 
grade at the time. “Students 
weren't listening, they were run- 


ning the hallways, having atti- 
tude, slamming doors, ripping 
stuff down.” 

These days, Kenderton is on 
the rise, thanks to a back-to-ba- 
sics approach — consistency, a 
proven principal, and a host of 
investments and extra supports 
provided by the Philadelphia 
School District. 

Kenderton illustrates much 
about the challenges and prom- 
ise of urban education, and what 
the shifting sands of school re- 

See PRINCIPAL on A16 


Meek Mill 
vs. judge: His 
odds look long 


Some blast jail term. History 
suggests appeal will be tough. 


By Joseph A. Slobodzian 
STAFF WRITER 

Seven times in the last four years, 
Philadelphia Common Pleas Court 
Judge Genece E. Brinkley has sent men 
off to state prison for violating their 
probation, only to see them challenge 
her in appeals. 

Not until Monday, when Brinkley add- 
ed Philly-born rapper Meek Mill to the 
list, did the public seem to notice. But 
despite their cries of injustice and inter- 
net petitions for his pardon or her re- 
moval, the claim by Mill’s fans that the 
two- to four-year prison term was un- 
usual or excessive might not hold up — 
if history is a judge. 

A review of other Brinkley sentenc- 
ings of probation violators shows that 
Mill’s punishment was not an outlier. 
And every time, her decisions have 
been upheld by a higher court. 

In fact, a review of the Superior 
Court opinions in those seven cases 
See JUDGE on A21 
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Harrisburg'’s 
mystery gift 
to one casino 


A clause worth perhaps millions is tucked 
in the gaming law. No one can say why. 


By Craig R. McCoy and Angela Couloumbis 
STAFF WRITERS 

HARRISBURG — In a last-minute maneuver before 
the state Senate last month passed a sweeping expan- 
sion of casino gambling in Pennsylvania, lawmakers 
added a 28-word amendment, cloaked in legalese. 

“A category 4 slot machine license may not be locat- 
ed in a sixth-class county which is contiguous to a 
county that hosts a category 2 licensed facility,” said 
the phrasing, tucked halfway into the 939-page bill. 

Pennsylvania has 12 casinos. 
But that single sentence could be Why 
worth millions of dollars to one: 
Mount Airy Casino Resort. are 


The bill paved the way for so- We giving 
called mini-casinos to open H 
around the state, requiring only special 
that they be at least 25 miles from treatment to 
one of the larger, established gam- one casino? 
bling halls. The amendment near- . 
ly triples that buffer zone for the Rep. Mark Rozzi 
Monroe County casino, barring (D., Berks) 


mini-casinos from contiguous Car- 
bon, Pike, and Wayne Counties. 

More important, it guarantees that the Mount Poco- 
no destination remains the closest and most accessi- 
ble casino for the thousands of New Yorkers who flock 
each week to the commonwealth to gamble. 

Who inserted the amendment — which, with the 
rest of the bill, was passed by the legislature and 
signed into law by Gov. Wolf — and why they did it 
remains an open mystery in Harrisburg. 

Mount Airy Casino Resort was founded by business- 

See CASINO on A21 
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Are a cop and a criminal 
destined to follow in the 
footsteps of their fathers? 
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